
FOLKLORE SONG AND DANCE ENSEMBLE – SLIVEN, BULGARIA 
 
 
The Folklore Song and Dance Ensemble – Sliven is set up in 1959 as an amateur 
group. It becomes a professional group in 1977. 
 
There are many songs and dances from the folklore wealth of the region of Sliven in 
its repertoire. But it includes also musical compositions from other folklore regions. 
 
There are unique musical compositions in the creative work of the Ensemble: “Kotel 
working-bee”, “Sliven cadences”, “Thrace suite”, “Wedding melodies”, choral 
compositions, as well as compositions made on the song and dance wealth of other 
folklore regions as: “Suite of the Sofia district”, “Suite of the region of the Pirin 
mountain”, “Suite of the region of Dobrudja”, etc. 
 
The Ensemble has almost 5000 performances in Bulgaria and abroad in its 50-year 
history. It has participated in different programmes in Russia, Ukraine, Democratic 
Peoples Republic of Korea, Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia (Former), Romania, 
France, Spain, Yugoslavia (Former), Turkey, Greece, Moldova, Tunisia, Jordan. 
Audio and video recordings of the Ensemble could be seen and heard on the 
Bulgarian National Television, on the Bulgarian National Radio and on other media. 
 
With its repertoire the Ensemble of Sliven could represent successfully the Bulgarian 
national folklore in the country and abroad. Over 50 dance performances and suites, 
30 orchestra compositions and 100 folklore songs from the Bulgarian folklore regions 
are included in different performances with continuation of 15 minutes to 2 hours. 
 
The Folklore Song and Dance Ensemble – Sliven includes a director, a 
choreographer, 12 members of the orchestra, 10 members of the chorus and 18 
dancers. 
 
Todor Krastev Stoyanov is the administrative and artistic director of the Folklore 
Song and Dance Ensemble – Sliven. He was born on 29.08.1944. His carrier started 
from the Ensemble in 1965. He took part in it as a singer and a musician. He plays 
the “Gadulka”, which is a traditional Bulgarian instrument. At this time the Ensemble 
consisted of amateurs – musicians, singers and dancers. In 1966 Todor Krastev put 
the beginning of the professional orchestra. So, in 1977 the Ensemble became a 
professional structure and Todor Krastev became a concertmaster and after that a 
conductor of the orchestra. In 1981 he began to work with the chorus and became its 
conductor. In 1994 he became an artistic and administrative director of the Ensemble 
by competition. The Ensemble has almost 5000 performances in Bulgaria and 
abroad in its 50-year history. Todor Krastev took part in most of them as a performer, 
leader and director. 
 
 
 


